
Mexico City, May 12th, 2019

Dear Civil Society colleagues,

Greetings from Mexico. It is my honor to have been invited to the next stage in the
selection process.

To me, civil society's representation on EITI's board, means a great opportunity, both
professionally and personally, as well as an interesting challenge I am willing to take
up.

I  have  witnessed  first  hand  how  challenging  it  has  been  to  advance  corporate
transparency  and  accountability  agendas  in  Latin  America  from  a  human  rights
perspective. I am convinced that if we reach better transparency standards, we will
be  able  to  work  on  corporate  accountability  to  reduce  the  imbalance  of  power
between  corporations,  governments  and  communities.  I  also  believe  we  need  a
strong social  movement applying strategic thinking and advocacy tools for better
conditions in their everyday life, building their own voice. In that sense, there is a
need for effective communication  inside multistakeholder groups, where actors can
speak about different development models and we, as CSO representatives,  must
explain and, when necessary, defend the diversity of visions from the ground. 

In  my10  years  working  in  the  NGO  sector,  I  have  developed  strong  research,
representation and negotiation skills based on participative and consensus-building
models. I have a special interest on innovative ways of communication based on new
technologies  and  graphic  tools  to  develop  good  materials  that  inform  about
extractive industries and their impacts. On the EITI Working Groups, I have learned
that permanent dialogue and respect for CSOs times and processes are essential to
stay in track with our objectives. I also know that the best way to go around it is a
combination of having a strong voice and finding creative means to communicate
around these themes.

That  is  the  reason  I  am proposing  to  catalyze  a  regional  dialogue with  affected
communities  where  we  can  define  communication  channels  and  better  ways  to
promote EITI and create space for people on the ground to speak about what this
standard should be and how could it benefit their lives. Once we see progress on this
step, then we could engage with an important group of information users who are
now interested in advocacy strategies to push for a better standard. This would entail



a strategy related to the better use of IT tools in order to improve our engagement
and communication strategies. 

These are just some ideas of the role I am envisioning for me as part of the civil
society representation at the EITI Board, and the processes I would like to promote. 

Please let me know if you have questions or would like further information on any of
the above.

I appreciate the consideration of my candidacy and thank you in advance.

Sincerely,

Óscar Pineda


